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Wednesday, January 8

“National Theater,” a sleepy, nasal voice announced over the speakers
before the tram doors flipped open and Dagfinn Torhus stepped out
into the cold, damp darkness. The air stung his freshly shaved cheeks,
and in the glow from Oslo’s frugal neon lighting he could see frozen
breath streaming from his mouth.

It was early January, and he knew it would be better later in the
winter when the fjord was frozen over and the air became drier. He
started to walk up Drammensveien toward the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. A couple of solitary taxis passed him; otherwise the streets
were as good as deserted. The Gjensidig clock shone red against the
black winter sky above the building opposite, informing him it was
only six.
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